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Charter for Sir Walter Raleigh (1584) 

Elizabeth [...] To all people to whome these presents 

shall come, greeting. [...] 

 

Knowe yee that of our especial grace, [...] we give and 

grant to our trustie [...] Walter Raleigh, Esquire, and to 

his heires assignee for ever, free libertie and licence 

[...] to discover, search, finde out, and view such remo-

te, heathen and barbarous lands, countries, and territo-

ries, not actually possessed of any Christian Prince, 

nor inhabited by Christian People, as to him [...] shall 

seeme good, and the same to have, horde, occupie 

and enjoy to him [...] with all prerogatives, commodi-

ties, jurisdictions, royalties, privileges, franchises, and 

preeminences [...]. 

And further that the said Walter Raleigh [...] shall have 

[these] Countries [...]: resewing always to us [...] the 

fifth part of all the oare of golde and silver, that from 

time to time, and at all times after such discoverie, 

subduing and possessing, shal be there gotten and ob-

tained: [...].  

Walter Raleigh [may] for his and their defence, encoun-

ter and expulse, repell and resist [...] every such per-

son and persons whatsoever, as [...] attempt to inhabi-

te within the said Countries [...] we do by these pre-

sents, grant and declare that all such Countries [...] 

shall be of the allegiance of us, our heires and succes-

sours. And we doe grant to the saide Walter Raleigh, 

his heires, and assignee, [...] all the priviledges of free 

Denizens, and persons native of England [...] as if they 

were borne and personally resident within our saide 

Realme of England [...]. 

 

 


